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Koala Conservation 
Presented by Janine Duffy 


Janine Duffy addressed the September 2015 meeting on the koala 
conservation work being done in the You Yangs and Brisbane 
Ranges area by the Koala Clancy Foundation and in association with 
Echidna Walkabout and Wildlife Tours. 


Photo: Koala Clancy of the Koala Clancy Foundation 


Janine described how koalas can be identified by the individually- 
unique patterns of black and white patches on their noses which fa- 
cilitates tracking of individuals without tagging or other invasive 
techniques. She has been researching the local population for nine 
years with Clancy being a popular, often-seen individual. 


The plight on koalas was described in particular the fact that in NSW 
there has been a 30% reduction in 20 years and 1f this continues Koa- 
las will be extinct in that state by 2055. In Qld the situation 1s worse 


APS Native Flower Show & Plant and Book Sale 
Robert Clark Horticulture Centre, Botanical Gardens, Ballarat 


Sat. 24 Oct 10am - 5pm 
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Admission (includes tea and coffee): $5 


with a 43% reduction between 1990 and 2010. 


The Victorian situation 1s unknown, and complicated by publicised 
over-abundance in a few areas, particularly where there is Coastal 
Manna Gums. Areas with over-abundance include Kennett River, 
Tower Hill, Cape Otway, Raymond Island and Framlingham Forest. 
Unlike these areas, the populations in the You Yangs, Brisbane 
Ranges and Strezlecki Range are healthy and in balance. But there 
are still threats including wildfires, disease, heatwaves, dogs, vehi- 
cles, habitat loss including logging and habitat change. Many of 
these threats are affected by climate change, for instance: increased 
percentage of carbon dioxide affects the tannin levels in leaves, heat- 
wave killed 25% of Gunnedah's koalas in two weeks, the 2009 Bris- 
bane Ranges fire resulted in a 90% decrease in koalas, in the 2009/10 
drought there was a 30% reduction in koala numbers. 


Janine, through the Koala Clancy Foundation and wildlife tours has 
been doing some interesting conservation work. As can be well- 
imagined, international tourists are interested in seeing koalas in 
their natural environment. Groups, after seeing koalas, are offered 
the opportunity to contribute to their conservation by removing 
weeds and this has resulted in the removal of 70,000 boneseed plants 
annually. It seems that koalas don't move through dense areas of 
boneseed that surround otherwise appropriate trees but when the 
plants are removed they soon go to the trees indicating that it 1s most 
likely the physical barrier rather than any effect on the physiology of 
the tree that causes koalas to avoid them. 


Janine said there 1s much that can be done to help koala conservation 
including planting trees on fertile private land as the food value in 
these trees is better than in depleted areas and planting around dams 
as koalas need water in very hot weather. She said that 1t was impor- 
tant to plant a natural mix of vegetation, not just manna gums and 
that koalas would move across considerable open areas so even 1so- 
lated plantings were useful. Of about 700 eucalypt species koalas 
will eat about one hundred. 


This was an engaging and interesting presentation, so many thanks to 
Janine for her time in preparing, coming to our meeting, joining with 
our group but mostly for the work being done to help preserve 
healthy koala populations. Many members commented on the re- 
duced sightings of koalas around Ballarat and other areas so work to 
turn around any decline is well-appreciated by members. 


The Koala Clancy Foundation has published a book "Koala Clancy 
of the You Yangs" which the club purchased so if you would like to 
read it to children then please feel welcome to borrow it. 


Peter Dalman 
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Excursion to Eganstown and Basalt/Werona area 
Led by Elspeth Swan & Paul Norquay 


Eleven members joined the excursion at St Georges Lake, 
Creswick. It was cool with a chilly wind as we walked down 
the new pathway to inspect the big engineering changes at the 
spillway. An impressive amount of rock and the excavation of 
20,000 cubic metres of soil has produced a new spillway to re- 
place the old compacted earth wall. 

Combined with the harvesting of the plantations, the works 
have made a major change to the site. The design of new dam 
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wall means less water held in the lake than previously, so that 
even in high rain events, the water will flow more slowly. 

The jetty-like structure at the other end of the lake is closed off 
and about to be demolished as it is in such poor condition with 
trees growing through it and it is no longer be 1n the water due 
to less water held in the lake. 

The next stop was the Newlyn Reservoir, which 1s located on 
Birch's Creek. Here we made a small list of water birds ob- 
served but we did not linger. 

Deep Creek Streamside Reserve at Eganstown was the morn- 
ing-tea stop held in bright sunshine with no wind. A grey mis- 
tletoe, Amyema quandang, in a silver wattle, provided some 
discussion and the cameras came out. As we walked down the 
path to the spring, we heard quite a few birds as they flew in 
and around the silver wattles and eucalypts. 

Access over the bridge to the pump house was prohibited, so 
after a brief look around we went back up the hill and contin- 
ued on taking the Werona Road, which is off Basalt Road. 
This road winds through pine plantations but we did stop, at an 
area where the replanted pines were only small, to enjoy the 
views across to the ‘lollipop’ on Mt Beckworth, the Waubra 
wind towers and Mt Kooroocheang (known also as Smeaton 
Hill). 


Mt Beckworth mid-month excursion, Tues 13 Oct 


9.30am.departure Fed U car park, cnr Gillies & Gregory Sts | 
AM: visit patch of Correa glabra at sth end of Mt Beckworth ' 
Lunch stop: at the main dam picnic area. | 
PM: concentrate on orchids cork oaks 3 
Contact J Gregurke for further details. 


Driving to the next stop, we had glimpses of Mt Franklin while 
passing through more 
young pines. The sides | 
of the road were colo- 
nised by Cassinia ar- | 
cuata, Chinese Scrub. | 
Eventually we were back | 
in the bush and noticed 
that vegetation had 
changed to survive a 
drier aspect. At this stop, 
Earth Tongues were the 
main interest. These Photo: Earth Tongue Fungi 

fungi are black and like short thin narrow tongues poking up 
out of the earth. 

The lunch spot was near a dam so there was a chance of seeing 
some birds but only a Fan-tailed Cuckoo came close. We did 
not see the Wedge-tailed Eagle that Bill and Paul had observed 
take flight when they were checking out the site in the previous 
week so we settled for some interesting plants. 

At our last stop in the bush, we added Acacia gunnii Plough- 
share Wattle to the list. 

Finally heading home, we stopped to admire a bridge built in 
1883. Many people who travel on the Kingston Kooroocheang 
Road probably have never given this bridge much thought. A 
gap in the blackberry allowed a photo of the bridge, which 
looks in good condition and built to last. 


Mid-month excursion to Fifteen Acres 
During this excursion many orchids and other plant were seen. A 
report of the day with will be in the next newsletter. Ed. 


AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT — 19-25 OCTOBER ° 


You only need a spare 20 minutes in that week to be a part of it. 


Details: BirdLife Australia" <info(@birdlife.org.au> 


Excerpts from Club Meeting Agenda, Sept 4, 2015 
Opening and Apologies 


Attendance: Pres. Peter Dalman welcomed 21 members and four 
visitors. Apologies: C & A Baulch, B & K Elder, K Hammond, D 
Brooke, J Metcalf, S Sorrell, P Muller, M Rich, H Young-Harvey. 


Correspondence: IN From John Petheram, FNCB member: corre- 
spondence regarding La Gerche Trail project with Liz from Cressaid, 
our signmaker, including final proofs for smaller labels; copy of Mi- 
chael Evans’ honours thesis: “Taking to the bush: Australian Land- 
scape as a condition of Practice for the Field Naturalists’ Club of 
Victoria 1880-1900”. 


From Susan Kruss: copy of the abstract of her proposed conference 
paper on “Keeping forest records: Why does it matter?” using FNCB 
flora and fauna records and the Club’s involvement with land man- 
agement agencies as an illustration; update on her thesis progress. 


From Geoff Park, Natural Newstead: Invitation to the exhibition of 
Alan Hartup’s natural history photos at Newstead Railway Arts Hub 
at 3-Spm on Oct. 10. 


Reports: 


Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $16,555.22 Income $89.68 
Expenses $15.75 Closing balance: $16,629.15 


La Gerche Trail Signage Grant Project: John Petheram — labels final- 
ised and being printed. Some Club working bees will be organised in 
October to start installing the signage and labelling trees. 


Orchids and their role in the forest: Wombat Forestcare hosted an 
excellent presentation on orchids by Cathy Powers, Vice-President 
of the Australian Plant Society and member of the Friends of Bris- 
bane Ranges group. She covered anatomy, evolution, distribution, 
identification, ecology and pollination of local terrestrial orchids. 


Ned’s Corner and Gluepot Reserve: A great trip organised by 
Birdlife Ballarat and attended by several members of our Club. Over 


80 species of birds were recorded on the trip, with Gilbert’s Whis- 
tlers being one of the highlights. 


General Business 


Field trip in October: “Family Day” at Lilwarre. Start thinking about 
who you might like to bring along to learn about watery mini-beasts 
and local orchids. The Waterwatch Coordinator from the Coran- 
gamite CMA will be on hand to walk us through water-quality test- 
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ing and identification of the invertebrate fauna in the 2 acre wetland. 


Club Camp to Aireys Inlet — October 16-18. A wonderful time of 
year for wildflowers and rock-pooling. 


Next meeting is the Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. Help re- 
quested for set-up and supper. It would be greatly appreciated if 
members could arrive a bit early to help set up the room, and bring 
along an extra plate of supper and some native flowers from their 
garden to brighten up the room. 


The SEANA Spring Camp at Donald runs from 25-27" September 
and quite a few members will be attending. 


Field Reports/ Show and Tell 


Margaret Thomas was thrilled to see two Hooded Plovers on the 
beach near the sand dunes at Koonya Beach, Mornington Peninsula, 
and also saw a Golden Whistler in the Tea-tree Scrub near Sorrento. 
She also reported the theft of an egg from her hen house, stolen and 
eaten by a Raven. 


John Mildren found a flock of Blue-billed Ducks near Fairyland at 
Lake Wendouree, an unusual sighting, generally only seen in pairs. 


Wayne McGuire spotted his first Caspian Tern for the season at Lake 
Burrumbeet, as well as 25 Red-necked Stints. He also helped get a 
female wood duck and 10 ducklings across the road to the Lake from 
the Florist they headed to after leaving their nest in Sturt St. 


Mike Sorrell saw his first Cygnets for season on north shore of Lake. 


Emily Noble and Bill Murphy have found two hybrid orchids that 
appear to be a cross between a Nodding Greenhood Prerostylis nu- 
tans and a Maroonhood Prerostylis pedunculata, one in Enfield State 
Park, Berringa and the other at “Lilwarre”. Emily also reported find- 
ing her first ever variegated Tall Greenhood Prerostylis melagramma 
at Lilwarre, and the re-uniting of the pair of Grebes that nest on the 
wetland at Lilwarre. 


Peter Billing brought along a couple of newspaper clippings from 
2009 about a healthy population of Tasmanian Devils and a baby 
Brush-tailed Possum, and a book titled “Encounters with Australian 
Animals”, featuring a photo of an echidna swimming. 


Carol Hall told us about the captivating Sea-eagle Cam, a website 
showing 24 hour coverage of a Sea-eagle’s nest and its inhabitants 
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CALENDAR 2015-16 


October 
Fri2, 8pm _ Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: 
Fur & Feathers - Tony Wilson 
Sun 4 Exc: Lilwarre Family Day: orchid and waterbug survey - 


Emily and Peter Noble, club members 


16-18 Club’s camp at Airey’s Inlet 
Tues 27 Committee meeting at Fran’s 
November 
Fri 6 New England and beyond: an Ice Age Legacy, - Carol Hall, 
club member 
Sat 5 Excursion: Mt Beckworth - Claire Dalman, club member 
Committee 


President Peter Dalman 
Vice —Pres Fran Hanrahan Val Hocking 
Secretary Emily Noble John Mildren 


Treasurer Les Hanrahan 
Claire Dalman 
John Gregurke 
Wayne McGuire 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Fran Hanrahan 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies 

and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 

Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
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